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What is a Master Plan?
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The Master Plan

Powerful expression of the Township’s 

intentions for the future.

• Supports the ‘presumption of validity’.
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The Master Plan

Powerful expression of the Township’s 

intentions for the future.

• Supports the ‘presumption of validity’.

• Consistency in decision-making.

• Wise use of resources.
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The Master Plan

Powerful expression of the Township’s 

intentions for the future.

• Supports the ‘presumption of validity’.

• Consistency in decision-making.

• Wise use of resources.

• Preservation of community character.
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Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose

7



Com m uni t y  W or kshop ·  E A GLE  T OW NS HIP ·  Feb rua r y  22 ,  2024

Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose

✓ Community Profile

8



Com m uni t y  W or kshop ·  E A GLE  T OW NS HIP ·  Feb rua r y  22 ,  2024

Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose

✓ Community Profile

✓ Existing Conditions

9



Com m uni t y  W or kshop ·  E A GLE  T OW NS HIP ·  Feb rua r y  22 ,  2024

Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose

✓ Community Profile

✓ Existing Conditions

✓ Vision

10



Com m uni t y  W or kshop ·  E A GLE  T OW NS HIP ·  Feb rua r y  22 ,  2024

Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose

✓ Community Profile

✓ Existing Conditions

✓ Vision

✓ Goal Statements

11



Com m uni t y  W or kshop ·  E A GLE  T OW NS HIP ·  Feb rua r y  22 ,  2024

Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose

✓ Community Profile

✓ Existing Conditions

✓ Vision

✓ Goal Statements

✓ Strategies

12



Com m uni t y  W or kshop ·  E A GLE  T OW NS HIP ·  Feb rua r y  22 ,  2024

Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose
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✓ Goal Statements
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Master Plan Content

✓ Purpose

✓ Community Profile

✓ Existing Conditions

✓ Vision

✓ Goal Statements

✓ Strategies

✓ Future Land Use

✓ Action Plan
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Master Plan Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission
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Master Plan Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission

✓ Public Input

✓ Public Meetings

✓ Distribution
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✓ Led by Planning Commission
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✓ Distribution
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Master Plan Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission

✓ Public Input

✓ Public Meetings

✓ Distribution

✓ Public Hearing

✓ Adopted by Township Board
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Using the Master Plan

✓ Rezoning Decisions
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Using the Master Plan

✓ Rezoning Decisions

✓ Capital Improvements

✓ Environmental Issues

✓ Recreation Planning

✓ Transportation Planning
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What is Zoning?
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Zoning Ordinance

Protects Public Health, Safety and Welfare

✓ Implements the Master Plan
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✓ Implements the Master Plan
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Zoning Ordinance

Protects Public Health, Safety and Welfare

✓ Implements the Master Plan

✓ Insures Compatibility of Uses

✓ Protects Natural Resources

✓ Protects Property Values
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Zoning Ordinance

Protects Public Health, Safety and Welfare

✓ Implements the Master Plan

✓ Insures Compatibility of Uses

✓ Protects Natural Resources

✓ Protects Property Values

✓ Prevents Nuisances
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Zoning Ordinance Content

✓ Definitions
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Zoning Ordinance Content

✓ Definitions

✓ Zoning Districts
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Zoning Ordinance Content

✓ Definitions

✓ Zoning Districts

✓ Permitted Uses
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Zoning Ordinance Content

✓ Definitions

✓ Zoning Districts

✓ Permitted Uses

✓ Special Land Uses
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Zoning Ordinance Content

✓ Definitions

✓ Zoning Districts

✓ Permitted Uses

✓ Special Land Uses

✓ Development Requirements
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Zoning Ordinance Content

✓ Definitions

✓ Zoning Districts

✓ Permitted Uses

✓ Special Land Uses

✓ Development Requirements

✓ Zoning Review Procedures
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Zoning Ordinance Content

✓ Definitions

✓ Zoning Districts

✓ Permitted Uses

✓ Special Land Uses

✓ Development Requirements

✓ Zoning Review Procedures

✓ Zoning Board of Appeals
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Zoning Ordinance Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission
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Zoning Ordinance Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission

✓ Public Meetings
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Zoning Ordinance Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission

✓ Public Meetings

✓ Public Hearing
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Zoning Ordinance Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission

✓ Public Meetings

✓ Public Hearing

✓ Adopted by Township Board
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Zoning Ordinance Process

✓ Led by Planning Commission

✓ Public Meetings

✓ Public Hearing

✓ Adopted by Township Board

✓ 8 - 10 Months
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Linking the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan

✓ Master Plan is a statement of policy – Zoning Ordinance is law
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Linking the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan

✓ Master Plan is a statement of policy – Zoning Ordinance is law

✓ Master Plan refers to future land use – Zoning Ordinance affects 

current land use
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Linking the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan

✓ Master Plan is a statement of policy – Zoning Ordinance is law

✓ Master Plan refers to future land use – Zoning Ordinance affects 

current land use

❑ Do you rezone to fit the Master Plan?
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Linking the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan

✓ Master Plan is a statement of policy – Zoning Ordinance is law

✓ Master Plan refers to future land use – Zoning Ordinance affects 

current land use

❑ Do you rezone to fit the Master Plan?

❑ Is there really such a thing as ‘spot zoning’?
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Linking the Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan

✓ Master Plan is a statement of policy – Zoning Ordinance is law

✓ Master Plan refers to future land use – Zoning Ordinance affects 

current land use

❑ Do you rezone to fit the Master Plan?

❑ Is there really such a thing as ‘spot zoning’?

❑ Is it required that we coordinate with other communities?

48
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How does Zoning Approval Work?
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The Planning and Zoning Team

✓ Township Board
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The Planning and Zoning Team

✓ Township Board

✓ Planning Commission



Com m uni t y  W or kshop ·  E A GLE  T OW NS HIP ·  Feb rua r y  22 ,  2024

The Planning and Zoning Team

✓ Township Board

✓ Planning Commission

✓ Zoning Board of Appeals
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The Planning and Zoning Team

✓ Township Board

✓ Planning Commission

✓ Zoning Board of Appeals

✓ Staff/Consultants
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Zoning Permits

✓ Examples: Individual Houses, Pole Barns, Fences
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Zoning Permits

✓ Examples: Individual Houses, Pole Barns, Fences

✓ Approved by Township Consultants based on specific text of the 

Ordinance – no “wiggle room”
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Zoning Permits

✓ Examples: Individual Houses, Pole Barns, Fences

✓ Approved by Township Consultants based on specific text of the 

Ordinance – no “wiggle room”

✓ 2-3 Days from Application to Approval
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Site Plan Approval

✓ Examples: Small businesses

✓ What do we mean by “small?” – that’s what tonight is about!
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Site Plan Approval

✓ Examples: Small businesses

✓ What do we mean by “small?” – that’s what tonight is about!

✓ Approved by Planning Commission based on specific text of the 

Ordinance – no “wiggle room”
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Site Plan Approval

✓ Examples: Small businesses

✓ What do we mean by “small?” – that’s what tonight is about!

✓ Approved by Planning Commission based on specific text of the 

Ordinance – no “wiggle room”

✓ 6-8 weeks from application to approval. 
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Special Use Permit

✓ Examples: Larger Businesses, Solar Farms, Wind Turbines

✓ What should be on this list? That’s what tonight is about!
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Special Use Permit
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Eagle Township Employment Sectors
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Maps of Eagle Township
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Zoning Map
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